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A unique world view

From journalist to author, Islander ‘v Zairns fas drawn on his varied life experiences to wrilc

High Degree of Atrocity, a movel sef in Hong Kong, which he now calls home
BY SALLY COLE i -?‘j Council,” he e‘.ay%a
THEGUARDIAN Spending his days writin;
romotional material, he fe.ﬁ
John Cairns grew up watch- ike a spin doctor.
ing the world unfold around ; “Frankly, I bu_Jtl_t up a lot of
him. rustration writing promo-
Whether he was studying tional material, so that the
history and political studies at book became a big release for
UPEI or feeding the cows on that,” he says. &, .
his father's dairy farm in Low- Cairns, who partunpated n
er Freetown, he always had a the annual march for democ-
: e racy, is concerned that Hong
unique perspective. Kong may experience a simi-
“I'was a fan of the animals lnrglsmaﬁon to the Tiananmen
b e el Squreprotests 1989,
ey 3 “If you extrapolate from
mals would ever have been present situation and think
sold,” says the UPEI graduate about things that could hap-
‘l:'ho now makes Hong Kong pe$ fbl:gat tge mquﬁﬁ':ﬁs
ome. co and what wo ol-
Above all else, he saw him- low from that, you can get to
selflgs an Odbﬁie“'er of the that point, which is what I've
WOL € SPOUMC UL done with this novel,” he says.
“Watching is something I've The Tiananmen Square
ggne d?}}iglu{tltlcf)eﬁg';h;nk s protests were a set of national
) tl'Y i h fi s nalt protests in the People’s Re-
=t et Yo by 4 e pubic of China which oc-
worked as a reporter at the %E‘;%ﬁggg%gt :slt?vsv%s’lt'll:g
ls.:::{:eft;ro;?ig maﬂgfx occupation of the square by
moving to Hong Kong in time college and university stu-
to witness the return to Chi- dents advocating democratic
ne-se Slovere.ignty in 1”7 after GAAMTAAN FYAITOBY SALEY COLE re'ﬁorms‘ .
bemg a British COIOD?. . Prince Edward Island native John Caims is a Canadian journalistwho  sakerelgnty in 1997, Using the pen name Lay Scott Kanes, he's writien a Cmy' everyone hOp €s
As he watched and walted, maved 1o Hong Kang In time to experience the retum to Chinese  futuristic novel that it won't hﬂpp en, that
he wrote for several maga- thh]l;gs won't glo (llzuite that far.
zines. + : fo t _“But people have strong
“The change of sovereignty setHllr%hhls ogewgfc?t;rm m;?;.l %r;g:: of el:l:;g_ feelings that they want better
came. There was no big politi- The novel begins with an as- cy,” says Cairns. . government as well as demo-
cal upheaval at the time, but ination while protesters {Vriﬁng under-thepenname cratic reform. And the Chi-
there were chanpes, Shesina P : nese government — the cen-
p : - march through the streets of of Jay Scott Kanes, Cairns . . :
‘The new administration tral government — is standing
Hong Kong to demand full tracks the after effects of the 4
rolled back some of the de- d d gunshots un- murder of two important fig- ® the way of that, so it's very
mocrative reforms that the ¢@€mMOCracy and gunshots un po!

last governor had tried to in-
stitute. And the economy
went bad.
“The property market
crashed and Asian currencies
-san into a lot of trouble,” says.
Cairns, whose interest in
Houg Kong politics Inspired
him to write a futuristic novel.

leash the city’s worst night-
mare — soldiers brandishi
weapons and creating fear on
crowded streets.

“The book emerged from
observations of Hong Kong,
its problems and fears.

“At the moment, the biggest
issue in Hong Kong is that the

ures during a street demon-
stration to oust the country’s
unpopular chief execfnﬁi)ve.
“Prior to resigning from my
full-time job to write things
like this, I was working for a
quasi-government organiza-
tion called the Hong Kong
Trade and Development

much a road block. And there
is no solution in sight at the
moment. So anything might
happen,” he says.

Copies of his book are avail-
able at Island bookstores.




